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“Good wine is a necessity of life.” - -Thomas Jefferson
Ron’s wine pick of the week: 2012 Castello di Monsanto Italian (Tuscany) Red "Chianti
Classico Riserva"
“No nation was ever drunk when wine was cheap. ” - - Thomas Jefferson

Dams:

(Free money for dam removal.)

Federal grant recommended to help remove dam on Patapsco
By Jon Bleiweis, Contact Reporter, Catonsville Times, baltimoresun.com, Dec.22, 2016

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration is recommending a $1
million federal grant for a project to
remove the Bloede Dam from Patapsco
Valley State Park. The removal is
designed to restore habitat for migratory
species, such as blueback and alewife
herring, and get rid of a safety hazard for
people who swim in the area, according to
Serena McClain, director of river
restoration for American Rivers, the
Washington-based company managing
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the dam removal project for the state. Work on the dam, near Catonsville, is expected to being in
the late winter or early spring, McClain said. Construction should take 16 to 18 months, McClain
said. The project was expected to begin earlier this year, but was delayed until permits were
received in October and November.
Summer is a good time to remove the dam, as fish have moved away from the Patapsco River
near the dam, she said. "We needed to make sure we could start when key portions of the project
are hitting when the fishery isn't there," she said. McClain declined to give a final project cost,
saying negotiations are continuing. Bids were between $13.6 million and $18.6 million, she said.
In addition to the NOAA grant, other costs are expected to be split between federal and state
funding, with a $200,000 grant from The Coca-Cola Foundation, McClain said. Dave Ferraro,
treasurer of Friends of the Patapsco Valley State Park, an advocacy group, said the removal is
needed. He said the dam is a safety hazard for people, particularly those unaware of the waters'
dangers, and believes its removal will result in more opportunities for recreation. There have been
at least six deaths near the dam since 2005, according to McClain.
The 34-foot-high by 220-foot-long, state-owned dam was built in 1907 by the Ambursen Hydraulic
Construction Co. so the Patapsco Electric Manufacturing Co. could provide electric power to
Catonsville and Ellicott City. It stopped operating in 1932 and was sold to the state six years later.
U.S. Sen. Ben Cardin and Reps. Chris Van Hollen and Rep. Elijah E. Cummings, all Democrats,
praised the recommendation in an announcement of the grant recommendation on Tuesday.
"The removal of the Bloede Dam is a positive step forward in the restoration of the Patapsco River
Valley and the Chesapeake Bay watershed," said Van Hollen, who will replace the outgoing Sen.
Barbara Mikulski next month. "I applaud NOAA for taking action on this obsolete dam, which will
protect lives, create jobs and expand recreational opportunities for Marylanders." The grant is one
of 11 recommended for NOAA's Coastal Ecosystem Resiliency Grants Program in 2016, in which
the agency works with organizations on restoration projects. There were 53 projects considered.
The Bloede Dam project was the only one chosen in Maryland. It is unclear when the funds will be
released for the project.
(A dam removal story.)

Power Dam at Pigg River restoration project shows progress
By Amanda Kenney | Dec 22, 2016, wdbj7.com

FRANKLIN Co., Va. (WDBJ7) Water is flowing
freely where a dam once stopped it in its tracks.
And seeing this water, is something Bill Tanger
takes pride in. “It's not every day that you get to
take out a 200-foot-long dam and restore some
70 miles of river,” Tanger said. “It's just not every
day.” Tanger is the project manager of the
Power Dam and Pigg River restoration project.
The five-year project's plan is to preserve the
area and make the section of Pigg River a
recreational access point.
Taking the dam down was the first step. That was in August. Right now, the river isn't safe
because trees need to be removed. “We’re already seeing progress,” Tanger said.
Sand covers the sides of the river where the dam once stood. The sand is actually sediment
that's been trapped behind the dam for more than 100 years. Now the sediment is flowing down
the river. And it's exactly what's going to help restore it. “In a year or two you'll start seeing
wetland plants in here, you'll start having amphibians and other creatures come down and start
thriving down here,” Tanger said. “I think it's a great idea and it's coming together well,” Pat
Williams said. Williams lives nearby and has started to volunteer his time to help.
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“As a river in our neighborhood I think it's very important and we need to try and do what we can,”
Williams said. But people can only do so much, because sometimes, you have to let mother
nature run its course. “Whatever Mother Nature does to this, that's what it will do,” Tanger said.
(Removing the danger!)

Diversion dam project to eliminate safety hazard
By Augusta McDonnell, December 23, 2016 7, kpax.com

MISSOULA, MT - A deadly diversion dam
near Corvallis will be remedied after the first
of the year. It serves irrigation water to 7500
acres of land downstream of Corvallis.
The Supply Ditch Diversion Dam creates a
hydraulic roller that causes an undertow,
and problems for people who recreate.
“The water circulates back so fast, that even
if you are the best swimmer, you cannot get
out of it,” said Molly Davidson, the Morrison
Maierle, Inc., engineer heading the project
that aims to eliminate the undertow.
Safety issues began to arise in 2011 as the Bitterroot River shifted over time. “Primarily the river
was on [the west] side of the whole floodplain, until 2011, the river moved over to the east side.
What that meant was that more and more river users, like anglers and tubers, began crossing
where the diversion dam was located. Before, they were directed to other areas of the river,”
Davidson said. The irrigation dam causes an undertow that has resulted in multiple boating
accidents, and the death of a six-year old girl in 2013. Fish, Wildlife and Parks, the Bitterroot
Conservation district, and local irrigators sponsored finding a solution. Currently, the Bitterroot
River flows over a concrete wall over a three-foot drop. The hydraulic roller results from
backwards circulation of water as it moves below the wall, said Davidson. Davidson said they
plan to fill in the area where the hydraulic roller is with boulders to create a long ramp shape.
“Instead, the water coming across will trickle over it, which will make for safe passage,” she said.
The dam will be safe to cross at any point, after the project is complete. Intermountain
Construction Services out of Anaconda will be working on the project after the first of the year,
and is set to be complete in March.
Several groups are funding the project.
(Dam removal always gets media attention.)

Work Starts on Removing Oronoco Dam, Redeveloping Area
December 23, 2016, kaaltv.com

(ABC 6 News) -- The Oronoco Dam, on the edge of
what used to be Lake Shady, is in the process of
removal. Oronoco’s Mayor-Elect, Ryland Eichhorst,
said that after 80 years the dam was worn out from
soil build up and erosion.
Officials are taking the dam apart and replacing that
area of the river with boulders to create rapids for
outdoor sports. Eichhorst also said he hopes to see
an expansion on Oronoco Park and would like to build
some portage trails along the river as well. Even
though it’s saying goodbye to a piece of the past, Eichhorst says he’s focused on the future.
“There were a lot of memories of Lake Shady when residents here were kids,” Eichhorst said. “So
there were some misgivings about removing the dam, but at the same time, we need to move
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forward and make it a better park as well.” The dam will be removed completely by May 2017, but
they won’t be putting water back into Lake Shady.
(Never-ending opinions.)

Letter: Salmon runs aren’t on ‘brink of extinction’
DECEMBER 25, 2016, tri-cityherald.com

With interest, I read the Dec. 4 guest opinion of Julian Matthews “Costly dams
are harmful to salmon, tribes, and taxpayers. “After re-reading the article, I
wonder what Mr. Matthews views as success. He generalizes that the salmon
continue to be on the “brink of extinction,” stating the growing returns are an
illusion.
The real numbers show that the adult fish passage at Lower Granite (the northernmost of the four
federal Snake River dams) has increased from 60,817 in 1994 to 384,405 in 2015. In 2009 the
return numbers approached 600,000. Let’s give the $15 billion of improvements to the dams and
habitat more time to work. Additionally, I suggest Mr. Matthews refer to the website of the
Columbia River Inter-Tribal Fish Commission,
which the Nez Perce tribe belongs to. That
site has section called Snake River Fall
Chinook Recovery. A tribal success story.
The article finishes by stating “local Indian
and non-Indian fishers in the Snake River are
experiencing a bounty unseen since the
construction of the dams.” Also, on the same
webpage, you can also find where to buy
tribal salmon and how to cook them. Brink of
extinction? Hypocritical? RICHARD
SARGENT, RICHLAND
(There’s so many articles on this one. Hope everyone’s worst fear doesn’t happen.)

Iraq Facing Potential 'Catastrophe of Biblical Proportions'
Mosul Dam breach could pose greater threat than ISIS
By Jenn Gidman, Newser Staff, Dec 27, 2016, newser.com

(NEWSER) – As Iraqi forces continue
their battle against ISIS in Mosul, there's
another problem lurking just 25 miles
away from the embattled city: the Mosul
Dam, a structure the US Army Corps of
Engineers has called the "most
dangerous dam in the world," per a piece
by Dexter Filkins in the January 2 New
Yorker. It's not the dam itself that has
both American and Iraqi officials worried:
It's that the structure is built on voidprone gypsum rock, which needs
constant cement injections; without that
fortification, the ground underneath the
dam will be whisked away and the dam will sink and crumble. When the dam was being built,
experts assured then-leader Saddam Hussein the gypsum problem could be managed, and the
Mosul Dam was completed in the mid-'80s—but structural problems were immediately evident.
After the US invasion in 2003, Americans tried to spur the Iraqis to further fortify the dam, but they
were (and still are) met with runaround. "The Americans are exaggerating," the dam's director
scoffs. "This dam is not going to collapse. Everything is going to be fine."
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Most of the dam's workers fled when ISIS took over the dam and the Mosul grout plant in 2014,
and even though Kurdish forces retook the dam, grouting stopped for anywhere from three weeks
to 18 months, based on conflicting stories. Now there's the extra pressure that will likely be put on
the retaining wall as winter snow melts in the spring. And if the dam does break down? There
could be a "catastrophe of Biblical proportions" in the form of an enormous wave towering up to
100 feet above the Tigris River and sweeping up all within a hundred miles. It would submerge
much of Mosul, which would be hard to evacuate due to its ISIS stranglehold. Baghdad would
also feel the effects within days from a 16-foot-high wave slamming into it. And the entire country
would likely be left without power and see most of its wheat fields flooded. Total death toll: up to a
million and a half people. "It's a nuclear bomb with an unpredictable fuse," an Iraqi-American civil
engineer says. Read more of Filkins' piece on this looming disaster at the New Yorker.

Hydro:

(Don’t know if this is a good idea.)

Offshore Hydropower Market Size is anticipated to witness significant
growth over the forecast 2016 – 2023
“Key industry participants accumulating significant offshore hydropower market share include
Iberdrola, First Solar, Bronzeoak Philippines, Vattenfall, Calpine Corp, NextEra Energy, Siemens,
Alstom, China Yangtze Power, RusHydro, LDK Solar, Suzlon Energy," "Offshore hydropower
market size is anticipated to witness significant growth over the forecast period. Hydropower
market size was estimated to account for more than 16% of the overall power production in 2015
and is likely to grow at CAGR of over 3% from 2016 to 2023." Clean energy offered by these
systems accompanied by ability to handle base load demand is anticipated to drive offshore
hydropower market growth. Non-intermittent flow of electricity offered by production plants is likely
to surge the industry demand from 2016 to 2023. In addition, it also allows plant operators to have
excellent control over the energy production. Rising awareness regarding conventional energy
might positively impact the industry growth. Furthermore, increasing carbon footprint is likely to
boost offshore hydropower market size over the forecast period. Hydropower plants can be
categorized on the basis of production capacity such as small, large, Pico-hydro as well as micro
plants. Plants with more than 30 MW of production capacity are called large plants. Small
production plants are the ones having production capacity ranging between 100 KW to 30 MW.
Energy generation plants having production capacity less than 100 KW fall under Pico and micro
power plants.
Furthermore, it does not require any extra construction such as a dam or reservoir. It is
anticipated to be the most favored technology for power generation. The large production systems
are anticipated to pose derogatory impact on wild life and on environment during flood situations if
not constructed properly, might negatively impact the industry growth. Large number of permits
required for construction is likely to hider the industry demand. In addition, high financial
requirement for installation of these systems might pose as challenge to the industry growth over
the several upcoming years. Pumped-storage hydropower plants likely to increase in significance
owing to energy storage advantages. Micro and small hydro systems are anticipated to witness
highest growth owing to high facilities furnished by the setup. Proliferating demand for
decentralized electricity production globally might drive the industry growth over the several
upcoming years.
Tidal power turbines market offers functioning similar to operating principle of horizontal axis wind
turbines. Tidal current generates a torque on the rotor that is used to propel a step-up gearbox;
this in turn is likely to drive the asynchronous generator and thus results in energy generation.
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Power electronics implied in these systems are expected to regulate the power quality. This latest
Offshore Hydropower Market research report offers in-depth analysis, key industry insights,
market sizing & forecast on a granular level for key products, applications across number of
regional markets. The report also analyzes the Offshore Hydropower Market industry from
business strategy perspective, describing in detail growth drivers, pitfalls &challenges for
participants, accompanied by a detailed competitive benchmarking including company market
share analysis and detailed business profiles.
(Getting new stuff and more energy out of it.)

Duke Energy plans $152M upgrade of Markland Hydro power station
SE Indiana facility will generate 10 percent more power after upgrade
By Marlies Kikkert, Dec 22, 2016, wlwt.com, By AP and WLWT

FLORENCE, Ind. — A
hydroelectric power station in
southeastern Indiana is set for an
upgrade to boost power
generation. Duke Energy plans to
spend $152 million to modernize
the nearly 50-year-old Markland
Hydro Station on an Ohio River
dam, southwest of Cincinnati.
Duke plans to upgrade the
station's three hydroelectric
turbines and other equipment
over four years, starting in 2017.
The station can generate up to 65 megawatts of electricity, depending on river conditions. But the
modernization will boost power by about 10 percent and keep the station operating for many more
years. Duke's plans were recently approved by Indiana regulators following a settlement with
Indiana's Office of Utility Consumer Counselor.
"We are pleased with the commission's decision that allows us to keep the Markland Hydro
Station operating for many more years," said Melody Birmingham-Byrd, state president of Duke
Energy Indiana, in a news release. "The low-cost, carbon-free power generated at Markland is an
important part of our diversified portfolio of generation sources."
(Hope they can be successful rebuilding some of hydro’s roots.)

Butte Creek Mill rebuilding slow but steady
By Buffy Pollock for the Mail Tribune, Dec 25, 2016, mailtribune.com

The former Butte Creek Mill looks much like it did a
year ago after a massive Christmas Day fire
destroyed Oregon's last remaining water-powered
flour mill. Charred beams and walls stand
defenseless against the elements, the mill's roof
having collapsed in the flames. But owner and
Eagle Point Mayor Bob Russell says much work has
been done behind the scenes to clean up and
rebuild the mill. "A lot has happened, it's just you
can't do too much until you have your funding in
place and our funding is all tied to our nonprofit paperwork," Russell says.
Russell's application with the IRS for 501(c)3 nonprofit status was put on hold for three months
because of a snafu in Washington, D.C., he says. "But things are moving again now." The
community's fundraising efforts to rebuild the mill have topped $230,000, he says. "We're putting
packets together to tell our story - and we've got a good story to tell," he says. "We have 1,900
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people who signed up for our mailing list and people come by the mill every day and it still brings
them to tears. Even our pathway, behind the mill, people walk by. They have a reverence for this
place." Perched on the west bank of Little Butte Creek near downtown Eagle Point, the mill was
built in 1872. It was put on the National Register of Historic Places in 1976. Russell and his late
wife, Debbie, were just the sixth owners when they took it over less than a dozen years ago.
Russell threw a party last weekend on the
charred porch - one of the few areas still
structurally sound - to mark the first anniversary
of the fire and remember the days when the mill
hosted community events. Kids ran around in
scarves and hats, adults sipped cocoa and
Christmas music enveloped the structure that
has stood at the center of town for nearly 145
years. The fire broke out just before 4 a.m.
Christmas morning. Russell was awoken by a
call from a security company notifying him of a
possible intruder at the mill and opened the door
of his nearby home to see the mill engulfed in
Before fire
flames.

Water:

(It’s amazing what some precipitation will do.)

Nevada Irrigation District reservoir capacity at 92 percent
By Elias Funez, December 25, 2016 , theunion.com

Nevada Irrigation District reports its
reservoirs at 92 percent capacity, which has
prompted it to release water to manage
levels and increase the amount of
hydroelectric energy produced.
“It’s been a while that we have had a good
winter where we can dump the water for
level management,” NID operations
department manager Chip Close explained
last week. “During the last few years of
drought, we basically had to capture every
drop that our water rights allowed.” Currently, the capacity of NID’s reservoirs sits at 243,380 acre
feet — 150 percent of average — and almost 100,000 acre feet more than their mean for this time
of year, which is 157,556 acre feet.
Out of 48 years of record taking, the reservoir levels aren’t the most that they have been for this
time of year, though. “It’s not record-breaking yet, but it’s pretty darn close and within the top
three,” Close said. “With this winter, many of our reservoirs have spilled over and others we are
managing right toward the top to keep them from spilling. That allows for added hydroelectric
generation.” NID’s seven different hydroelectric power houses can produce 82.2 megawatts of
power when running full bore, or enough to power 60,000 homes. “There’s a double benefit from
these types of storms. One, to get out of the drought,” Close explained. “And on top of that we
can use that electric power as a result.” While western Nevada County’s 30 inches of rain so far
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this season have been welcomed by those at NID, officials are keeping an eye on coming storms
in anticipation of a good snow pack before the winter’s over. “When the winter storms roll in, we
need to capture that,” Close said. “The rain fall is great for our storage, but the snowpack is what
we’re looking forward to through the rest of the winter.”
(Bet this was a welcome sight.)

Storms cause Canyon Lake Dam to overflow
Water surges into Lake Elsinore, bringing much needed water to shrinking lake.
By MICHAEL J. WILLIAMS / STAFF WRITER, Dec. 27, 2016, pe.com

For the first time in a half-dozen years, water
flowed over Canyon Lake’s dam, TX in the last
few days, rushing downstream into Lake
Elsinore. “Watching the water come over the
dam on Christmas Day and flow into the lake
was quite the Christmas miracle for us,” Mayor
Bob Magee said. Observers hope the influx -coupled with more potential storms such as one
forecast for later this week -- will rescue
Southern California’s largest natural freshwater
body from a severe decline brought on by the
region’s prolonged drought. Before recent
storms, the lake level had dropped as low as it
had been since the early 1990s, resulting in a
shrinking shoreline, shallow depths and a bloom of toxic blue-green algae. The lake experienced
a die-off of shad minnows last summer, but it was relatively minor compared to some of the
massive die-offs in past years.
“It becomes a vicious cycle,” said Elsinore Valley Municipal Water District board President Phil
Williams of the deteriorated conditions. “We’ve done remarkably well in terms of fish kills,
considering it’s one of the worst droughts on record.”
The district and the city manage the lake with assistance from the Lake Elsinore & San Jacinto
Watersheds Authority. The coalition strives to improve water quality along the river, which flows
into Canyon Lake, a man-made drinking water reservoir. Unless the dam overflows into the
riverbed, Lake Elsinore lacks sufficient rain and runoff to counter evaporation. While Elsinore
Valley releases reclaimed water into the lake daily, it still is not enough to offset the evaporation
rate of 4.5 feet per year. Lake Elsinore’s level has steadily dissipated since spring 2011, when a
turbulent winter sent water surging over the dam around the beginning of that year. Between Dec.
20, 2010, and Jan. 3, 2011, the lake rose about 6 feet to nearly 1,248 feet above sea level -- the
biggest increase since 2005. Over the last six years, the level had sunk to about 1,232 feet for a
maximum water depth of less than 25 feet -- the lowest since the early 1990s. Studies indicate the
lake’s health is best at a minimum 1,240 feet elevation. The level, however, is now rising from the
dam overflow and recent storms, which dropped several inches of rain in the last week.
Measurements taken at the end of the city’s La Laguna Boat Launch show the depth there had
increased about a foot to 56 inches as of Tuesday morning. “We’re hoping to get enough rain
through the winter to bring the lake up closer to its optimal level of 1,240 feet,” said Senior
Management Analyst Nicole Dailey, who oversees the lake for the city. Even as the water level
dropped, boats have been able to continue embarking from La Laguna, which opened in 2012,
Magee noted. “The city and the water district in our partnership have done everything that we
could to keep our lake full and healthy,” Magee said. “The third leg of the stool had to be Mother
Nature and Mother Nature’s finally joined the party, just like she did in 2005.”
(Now, there’s too much water.)

Water releases from Shasta Dam doubled
By Damon Arthur , Record Searchlight, December 28, 2016, redding.com
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Hikers out on the Sacramento River Trail in
Redding or boaters should be seeing about twice
the normal amount of water flowing down the
Sacramento River for this time of year. The U.S.
Bureau of Reclamation has doubled the amount of
water coming from Shasta and Keswick dams to
make room for more water expected to flow into
Lake Shasta during coming storms. Even though
Lake Shasta isn’t full, it is too full for this time of
year, according to Shane Hunt, a bureau
spokesman. So dam operators have to let an extra
58,000 acre-feet of water out of the lake.
“For safety's sake, we need to get a little space
back” in the lake, Hunt said.
How much is 58,000 acre-feet? That is about 18.9 billion gallons, or enough to supply the water
needs of more than 60,000 homes for a year, according to the Water Education Foundation. Don
Farrell of Redding said it is frustrating to see that much water sent downstream when it could be
saved in the lake and used later in the spring and summer when it is needed for municipal and
agricultural use. “It just seems ludicrous,” Farrell said. “I prefer they keep it for what they want it
for, and that is for these droughted summers.” Farrell said he reads the lake level reports regularly
and pays attention to how much is being released from the dams. On Dec. 20, the bureau was
releasing about 4,000 cubic-feet per second from Keswick Dam, about 10 miles downriver from
the much larger Shasta Dam. But the bureau ramped up releases to about 10,000 cfs on Dec. 21,
according to the U.S. Geological Survey. On Wednesday, releases were just under 10,000 cfs.
The two dams work in concert. When releases increase from Shasta, releases increase from
Keswick.
The lake will also be receiving more water from Pacific Gas and Electric Co. reservoirs on the Pit
River, which flows into Lake Shasta. Starting Monday, PG&E plans to increase the amount of
water flowing from the Lake Britton Dam from 300 cfs to 2,900 cfs. Hunt said that by Monday
releases from Keswick Dam will be reduced to 6,150 cfs. The bureau needs to keep a certain
amount of room for water flowing into Lake Shasta during storms, Hunt said. During heavy rains
around Lake Shasta the amount of water flowing into the lake can be much greater than the
amount being let out. During a storm Dec.15, water flowed into lake Shasta at a rate of 58,678 cfs
but was released at 1,657 cfs out of Shasta Dam, according to the bureau. That day 1.99 inches
of rain was recorded at the Redding Municipal Airport, a record for that date. Rainfall at Shasta
Dam can run about twice that in Redding. About 65 inches of rain fell at the dam from October
2015 to the end of September 2016. Hunt said extra room also has to be reserved in Lake Shasta
because operators try not to release too much water from the dam when it is raining. The
Sacramento River receives water from tributaries downstream from the dams during storms.
Adding increased releases from the dams could cause flooding in the Redding area and
downstream, he said. A large portion of the water that has been released since Dec. 21 is being
shipped south of the Sacramento-San Joaquin River Delta, Hunt said. That water is used for
agriculture and municipal uses and is pumped to the San Luis Reservoir on the west side of the
San Joaquin Valley. “Right now we are exporting basically plant capacity at the Jones pumping
plant (near Tracy) from the Delta for use now by farms and cities and also to store in San Luis
Reservoir for use next spring and summer,” Hunt said.
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Environment:
(Brrrr! That looks cold.)

Frozen Michigan Lighthouse Looks Out of This Wo rld
And a bit like an 'ice monster'
By Arden Dier, Newser Staff, Dec 19, 2016, newser.com

(NEWSER) – The addition of a smokestack
to a lighthouse in St. Joseph, Mich., led
some to describe the building as "unsightly,"
per the AP. It was anything but on Thursday,
as the area was hit with chilly weather. In a
video captured by photographer Joshua
Nowicki, the outer portion of the lighthouse is
seen entirely caked in ice as furious waves
spit water in all directions on the
southeastern shore of Lake Michigan. The
video has now been viewed almost 1 million
times, reports Mashable, which notes the
lighthouse "looks straight out of a fairy tale,"
though it was ice-free a day earlier. "It's so
beautiful and unbelievable that it's hard to believe there's no CGI involved," adds Thrillist.
"If it weren't for the seagulls flying by, it could be mistaken for a scale model," notes a Facebook
user. Nowicki, meanwhile, says the lighthouse resembled "an ice monster" with "one gnarly ice
beard." The detail of the ice is more visible in a separate video shot on Friday by the Great Lakes
Drone Company. It shows the ice stretching all the way to the inner lighthouse, where that
"unsightly" smokestack was added this summer to improve air circulation. An original smokestack
for coal-fired boilers had stood from 1907 to 1949 following the lighthouse's construction in 1859.
It is now "one of the Great Lake's last remaining pier range light systems," according to its
website: http://www.stjoelighthouse.com/history-of-st-joseph/
.
(Fish go where there’s water. Duh!)

Since You Asked: Dam removal likely aided salmon runs
December 26, 2016, mailtribune.com

I was wondering if removing Fielder and Wimer dams made much of a difference in the fall
chinook salmon runs in Evans Creek like the fish people thought they would? I live along
Evans Creek and heard of people seeing salmon, but I haven't. - J, Rogue River
Fall chinook salmon made a big presence in the
Evans Creek system this fall, and chances are it has
at least something to do with the removal this year of
two abandoned former irrigation dams, Fielder and
Wimer dams. In most past years, fall chinook rarely
made it over Fielder Dam, let alone get up to Wimer
dam because of their antiquated fish ladders worked
poorly in generally low-flow conditions seen in
Southern Oregon each fall. However, not the case
this year. Fall chinook surveys conducted this year
by the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife show
that not only did chinook make it over both dams,
they were even found spawning in the West Fork of Evans Creek as far as 10 miles upstream
from its confluence with Evans Creek. "Not only did they go past Wimer, they turned left and went
10 miles up the West Fork," says Pete Samarin, the ODFW assistant district biologist who
oversees the spawning surveys here.

10
Copy obtained from the National Performance of Dams Program: http://npdp.stanford.edu

Survey crews had walked the West Fork earlier this decade to gather some pre-removal data and
found no spawners there, Samarin says. While it's tempting for a tip of the cap to dam-removal
efforts, the reason for chinook's showing high in the Evans Creek Basin is a combination of dam
removal and an unseasonable October rain storm that pushed far more water down Evans Creek
than normal for that time of year, Samarin says. The high flow conditions could have made it
possible for at least some fall chinook to get past Fielder and Wimer dams had they been there
this year, yet their absence sure didn't hurt things, he says. "When there's water and no dam,
boom, they go," Samarin says.




Other Stuff:

(As usual, we didn’t make the top list.)

5 Best Cities in the World for Culture
Kyoto tops the list
By Evann Gastaldo, Newser Staff, Dec 27, 2016, newser.com

(NEWSER) – Looking for some culture in the new
year? Travel + Leisure lists the 10 best world cities
offering just that. The top five:
1.
Kyoto, Japan
2.
Rome, Italy
3.
Jerusalem
4.
Florence, Italy
5.
Paris, France
Click for the complete list, which does include two US
cities: http://www.travelandleisure.com/culturedesign/best-cities-for-culture#intro
.

Kyoto Japan
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