














{6} Most states participated in the inspection program in o manner
that provided training and experience for state personnel. Almost all
states have developed at least a nucleus for a dam safety organization.

(7} HMost states believe that the criteria contained in the
“Recommended Guidelines for Safety Inspection of Dams,® particularly
spillway capacity criteria, are too stringent. Consequently, only a few
corrections are expected to be made, at least on existing projecta, thus
allowing substantial hazards to remain until the occcurrence of extreme
rainfall verifies the concern for spillway capacity and creates public

concerns and pressures to upgrade state priorities for dam safety.

F. RECOMMEMDATIOMS

The following actions are recommended for improving the safety of the

nation's non=-Federal dama;

{1} The Corps of Engineers should be authorized and funded to
continuously maintain the national inventory of dams. Such proposed
legislation has been submitted to the Congress.

(2} If Pederal legislation is enacted providing Federal funds for
implementing remedial measures for dams inspected under the non-Federal
dam inspection program and determined to be unsafe, only those dams which
are owned by state, county, or municipal governments, and whose major
purpos¢ is public water supply and floocd protection should be

considered. Such legislation should alsoc establish minimum standards for

ix



state dam safety programs, and only those states meeting these standards
would be eligible to receive Federal funding.

{3) To utilize the existing Federal technical capability in dam
safety, a Federal agency should be designated to furnish technical
assistance to the states, upon request, concerning implementation of dam
safety programs.

{4) The construction of non-Federal dams on Federal lands should not
be allowed unless the dams are designed and constructed to meet minimum
standards established by a designated Federal agency and the proposed dam
owners agree legally to properly maintain these dams. Owners of existing
non-Federal dams on Federal lands should be required to upgrade and
maintain such dams to meet minimum standards.

{5) The Federal BEmergency Management Agency (FEMA) should
concentrate their dam safety efforts on those dams inspected by the Corps
of Engineers and considered to be unsafe. FEMA should, using the Corps,
publicize and promote design criteria impinging on dam safety, especially
that pertaining to the Probable Maximum Flood (PMF), and maximize public
awareness when dams fail because of spillway deficiencies.

{6§) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Agency (NOAA) should be
informed of the location of all dams with unsafe spillways to enable
special alerts when unsafe flows are likely to be approached.

{7) The Federal government should remove restrictions on block
grants to states, where they exist, so funds can be used for dam safety.
If there are no restrictions, it could be specified that dam safety will

be considered as one of the uses.





